
uable information for the external and financial policy of 
Athens and its attitude towards its allies (no. 4).

In the Vestibule of the Museum, worth noting is the 
Athenian decree (EM 10397) for the foundation of the Sec-
ond Athenian League (378-377 BC) that was aimed at en-
suring the freedom, the autonomy and the integrity of the 
Greek cities against the expansionism of Sparta (no. 5). A 
fascinating inscription for the history of science is the Sala-
mis abacus (ΕΜ 11515), believed to be a table of mathemat-
ical calculations or a toy with symbols written in the ancient 
Greek acrophonic numerical system (no. 6).

In gallery 2 a variety of inscriptions are exhibited. 
Notice the decree for the adornment of the sanctuary of 
Aphrodite Pandemos on the south slope of the Acropolis 
(ΕΜ 7381), as well as the honorary decree of the Athenian 
demos for the general, ambassador and agonothetes (pres-
ident of the games) Phaidros from the deme of Sphettos 
(EM 10546). Other inscriptions to see here include the hon-
orary decrees of the Athenian People for Zopyros, father of 
a kanephoros (maiden who carried a basket in procession 
at festivals) and the epimeletai (curators) of the procession 
at the Great Dionysia (EM 7559), as well as the statue base 
of the Roman general Sulla (EM 3125+). An important Ro-
man decree comes from Laconia (EM 10297) according to 
which the city of Gytheum bestowes honours on the Roman 
brothers Nemerios and Marcus Cloatii, because they aided 
financially the city and citizens in difficult circumstances.

In gallery 9 (blue) you will see inscribed monuments 
from the 6th c. BC to the 4th c. AD, that inform us about sev-
eral aspects of the public life of ancient people, mainly the 
Athenians. Of great importance among them is the republi-
cation (EM 6602) in 409/8 BC of Draco’s Law on homicide, a 
law that was issued in 621/20 BC. and includes provisions on 
the crime of involuntary murder and on justifiable homicide 
or homicide in self-defense (no. 7). Another particularly 
important monument is the decree (EM 13330) of the first 

half of the 3rd c. BC (possibly a copy of an older decree), ac-
cording to which Themistokles appears to be proposing sig-
nificant measures to confront the Persian invasion before the 
naval battle of Salamis (480 BC) (no. 8).

In the same gallery you can see inscriptions for important 
sectors of public life, such as religious matters (EM 13537), 
management of the property of the sanctuaries (EM 10616, 
EM 12863), the founding of colonies (EM 6577), construction 
of public works (EM 6849), bestowing of honours on foreign 
citizens (ΕΜ 6796), choregia (sponsoring of dramatic perfor-
mances, EM 13262 (no. 9), EM 13180, EM 12693) and ephebeia 
(military training of youths, EM 8642). The system of appoint-
ing the Athenian officials (archons) by lot (EM 13255) designed 
to safeguard democratic principles and prevent corruption, 
was accomplished through an allotment machine, or klerote-
rion (EM 13255) (no. 10).

In the outer courtyard you will find dedicatory, honorary, 
and funerary monuments such as stelae, marble lekythoi (vas-
es in the shape of huge perfume bottles) and trapezae. In the 
inner courtyard you can also see funerary stelae, colonnettes 
and marble mensae, and in the terrace you will see funerary 
monuments and ephebic inscriptions.
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The Epigraphic Museum of Athens 
was founded in 1885 to enable the pro-
tecting, preserving, studying, and exhib-
iting of ancient inscriptions on stone. It 
houses the largest collection of ancient 
Greek inscriptions in the world, on 
which are written the primary historical 
sources that inform us about all aspects 
of the economic, political, religious, 
and social life of Greek antiquity. The 
majority of these are from Athens and 
Attica, though there is also a considera-
ble number from the rest of Greece and 
from Asia Minor. Most of the inscriptions 
are written in Greek, though some are in 
Latin and a small number in other lan-
guages (Phoenician, Hebrew, and Otto-
man). They range from the 8th c. BC to 
the Early Christian, Byzantine and later 
times. 

In gallery 11 (red room) you will 
find the oldest preserved ancient Greek 
inscriptions (8th-5th c. BC). Laws, dedi-
cations to the gods and funerary monu-
ments are the main documents ancient 
Greek people wrote on stone  in the 
Archaic period (700-480 BC). The exhi-
bition is designed to take you through 
various themes, such as the birth and 
the development of writing in the Greek 
world. You will see the earliest pre-
served Attic inscription on stone (EM 
5365) from the Acropolis (end of the 8th 
c. BC) (no. 1) and the funerary stele EM 
22 for the Corinthians who died in the 
naval battle of Salamis (480 BC) (no. 2). 

You will also see the altar (EM 6787) that 
Peisistratos the younger, grandson of 
the famous tyrant, dedicated to Apollo 
Pythios (near the temple of Olympian 
Zeus) after his term as eponymous ar-
chon (522/1 BC) (no. 3). Also note-
worthy are two inscribed gifts to the 
gods: the base of the bronze statuette 
of Athena Promachos, a dedication of 
Aristion and Pasias, signed by the great 
sculptor Hegias, teacher of Pheidias (EM 
6299+6247), and the base of a dedica-
tion by Euphronios, the famous potter 
and painter of the red-figure style (ΕΜ 
6278+6278α).

In gallery 1 impressive and impor-
tant public documents of ancient Athens 
are presented, such as decrees (resolu-
tions, decisions) of the Athenian boule 
(Council) and demos (the People’s As-
sembly) about political, financial and re-
ligious issues. You will also see alliances 
and written inventories of dedications 
on the Acropolis. Of great historical im-
portance are the Tribute lists of the First 
Athenian League (478-404 BC). These 
monumental stelae (the tallest is 3.5 m. 
high), set up on the Acropolis after the 
transfer of the treasury of the alliance 
from Delos to Athens, recorded one 
sixtieth of the collected tribute that the 
allied cities paid as an offering (aparche) 
to Athena, protector goddess of the 
Athenians, every year from 454/3 to 415 
BC. Other Athenian decrees inscribed 
during the Peloponnesian War offer val-
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